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“I do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred:

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine and just and generous to its members;

That I will lead my life and practice my art in uprightness and honor;

That into whatsoever house I shall enter,
it shall be for the good of the sick to the utmost of my power,

I, holding myself aloof from wrong, from corruption, from the tempting of others to vice;

That I will exercise my art solely for the care of my patients,
and will give no drug, perform no operation for a criminal purpose,

even if solicited, far less suggest it;

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of people, which is not fitting to be spoken,

I will keep inviolably secret.
These things I do promise and in proportion as I am faithful to this my oath

may happiness and good repute be ever mine —

the opposite if I shall be forsworn.”
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ORDER OF EXERCISES

PRELUDE AND PROGCESSIONAL ... e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeeeeeeseneeean Bagpipers
MUSICAL SELECTION ... Therese Bueno and Nam Tran The Nguyen
WELCOME ...ttt Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS

Vice President for Health Affairs, Dean, GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences,
Walter A. Bloedorn Chair of Administrative Medicine, Professor of Surgery

INTRODUCTION OF VALEDICTORIAN........ccooiiiiniirineeeeeeee Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER......... oo Jaya Manjunath
Valedictorian, Class of 2025

GUEST SPEAKER ..........oooeieeeeee ettt sttt et et ereens Mandy K. Cohen, MD, MPH

20th Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

PRESENTATION OF THE GRADUATES ................... Lorenzo Norris, MD, Interim Senior Associate Dean for MD Programs
Steven Davis, MD, Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Administration
Rhonda Goldberg, MA, Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Terry Kind, MD, MPH, Associate Dean for Clinical Education

Pritha Ghosh, MD, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Kathryn Marko, MD, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Stephanie Sharps, MD, FACP, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, Regional Medical Campus
Robert Jablonover, MD, Assistant Dean for Pre-Clinical Education

HOODING OF THE GRADUATES, DISTRIBUTION OF THE DIPLOMAS,
AND SIGNING OF THE REGISTRY BY: ....covioiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS
Lorenzo Norris, MD, Interim Senior Associate Dean for MD Programs
Rhonda Goldberg, MA, Associate Dean for Student Affairs
Scott Krugman, MD, MS, FAAP, Senior Associate Dean, Regional Medical Campus
James Scott, MD, Professor of Emergency Medicine
Juliet Lee, MD, Associate Professor of Surgery

Jillian S. Catalanotti, MD, MPH, FACP, Associate Dean
for Clinical Public Health & Population Health Practice

Cynthia Eichele, MA, Director, Records and Registration

REMARKS ..o Shaher Gamal Issa

Class of 2025
CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES .........cooiiiiiiicccccccccs Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD 86, FACS
ADMINISTRATION OF THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH ..........ccccoviiiiii Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS
RECESSIONAL ..o Bagpipers
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GUEST SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY

Mandy K. Cohen, MD, MPH

20th Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Mandy K. Cohen, MD, MPH, is one of the nation’s top health leaders with a proven track-record of
protecting and improving Americans’ health and safety. She is widely recognized for her leadership
in times of crisis; her skillful executive management of large, complex health organizations; and her

strategic and authentic communication with the public.

Cohen serves as a national advisor with Manatt Health — the health care practice within Manatt, Phelps, and Phillips, a
multidisciplinary professional services firm. Previously, she served as the 20th Director of the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC) from 2023 to 2025.

As CDC Director, she transformed the agency’s structure, culture, strategy, and decision-making processes — imbedding
critical lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic. Cohen strengthened CDC data, lab, and response capacity; increased
investment in genomics, diagnostics, and wastewater detection; modernized how the agency communicates; and built

relationships with members of Congress, state and local public health leaders, and health care and community leaders.

Prior to her leadership role at the CDC, Cohen led the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, where
she was known for her outstanding leadership during the pandemic. She transformed the North Carolina Medicaid program
to managed care with a focus on “whole person health” and launched the country’s first statewide platform integrating social

services with healthcare delivery.

Cohen also served as Chief Operating Officer and Chief of Staff of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, as well
as Acting Director of the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight, which oversees the health insurance

marketplaces.

In 2019, Modern Healthcare named Cohen one of the Top 25 Women Leaders in Health Care. She has been elected to the
National Academy of Medicine and currently serves as an adjunct professor at the Gillings School of Global Public Health,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Cohen received her bachelor’s degree from Cornell University, her Doctor of Medicine from the Yale School of Medicine,
and her master’s in public health from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She trained in Internal Medicine at
Massachusetts General Hospital.
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STUDENT AWARDS

Medical Student Excellence in Anesthesiology Award
Jennica Colleen Egan Luu

Medical Alumni Association Student Achievement Award
Laura Francis Lewis

Robert Keith Cole Memorial Award
Jobn Titus-Yu

Dean’s Special Recognition Award
Neelesh Prasad Manandhar

Social Justice in Medicine Award
Colleen Marie Morris

William G. Schafhirt Award
Benjamin Jobn Knudsen

John Ordronaux Valedictorian Award
Jaya Manjunath

Lawrence A. Rapee Valedictorian Award
Jaya Manjunath

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award
Al-Hafis Oluwatosin Adegun

Student National Medical Association Hope Jackson Award
Bennetta Nettie Clarke

Walter F. Rosenberg Award in Dermatology
Jaya Manjunath

Department of Emergency Medicine Award
Rena Yeshwanthi Mazur

Society for Academic Emergency Medicine Award
David Lawrence Bronstein

Benjamin Manchester Humanitarianism Award
_Jacob Reed Bjork

Office of International Medicine Programs, Global Health
Humanitarian Service Award
Calvin Tabetab

Allie S. Freed Award in Preventive Medicine
Hannah Lurene Kralles
Prianka B Kumar

Phillip S. Birnbaum Award in Primary Care
Oyinlola Latifat Tijani

Mark Millen Memorial Award
Alisa Malyavko

Jorge C. Rios Award in Internal Medicine
Puja Sasankan
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Hyman R. Posin Award in Neurology
Yu-Ting Liu

Excellence in Adult Neurology Award
Jordan William Shock

Excellence in Pediatric Neurology Award
_Jacob Reed Bjork

Samuel M. and Miriam S. Dodek Award in Reproductive
Endocrinology
Meghan Cassandra Tveit

Rachel Morris Dominick Obstetrics and Gynecology Award
Sophia A Cordes
Jocelyn Fant

Huron W. Lawson Award in Obstetrics and Gynecology
Hannah Lurene Kralles

Julius S. Neviaser Award in Orthopaedic Surgery
Laurence Uche Okeke

College of American Pathologists Distinguished Medical
Student Award

Paul Ryu Nagao

William Newman Award in Pathology
Paul Ryu Nagao

Pediatric Departmental Award for Excellence in Care,
Advocacy, Research, and Education

Katherine Finstuen-Magro
Colleen Marie Morris

Jerry M. Wiener Award in Psychiatry
Alia Mohamed Badawi
Prianka B Kumar

Navdeep S. Kang Award for Excellence and Service
Caroline Rose Meuser
Eliza Lee Yass

Alec Horwitz Award in Surgery
Julia Ann Ryan

Paul L. DeWitt Award in Surgery
Melina Rae Recarey

Dr. Salman O. Kazmi Memorial Award in Urology
Brandon Reece Waddell

Excellence in Family Medicine Award
Claire Elizabeth Smeltzer
Oyinlola Latifat Tijani

STUDENT HONOR SOCIETIES

ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA
National Medical Honor Society

Jacob Adelman

Shaleen Arora

Alia Mohamed Badawi
Peter Gun Baek

David Lawrence Bronstein
Sophia A Cordes

Jocelyn Fant

Katherine Finstuen-Magro
Nicholas Emmett Hoyt
Anna Ruina Hu

Skylar Emma Johnson

Elena K Johnston
Hannah Lurene Kralles
Prianka B Kumar
Sophie Caroline Kurschner
Camille Isabella Leoni
Alisa Malyavko

Jaya Manjunath

Aadit Piyush Mehta
Shruthi Mohan
Colleen Marie Morris
Julia D Mount

GOLD HUMANISM HONOR SOCIETY

Recognizing Humanistic Exemplars

Al-Hafis Oluwatosin Adegun
Alia Mohamed Badawi

Peter Gun Baek

Kopal Mani Bansal

Jacob Reed Bjork

David Lawrence Bronstein
Phat Ly Chang

Anna Ruina Hu

KANE-KING DODEK SOCIETY
Obstetrical Honor Society

Sandhya Bhupathi Avula

Patrice Basada

Caroline M Bereuter

James Steven Castro Argueta

Sophia A Cordes

Jocelyn Fant

Elena K Johnston

Sophie Caroline Kurschner
Laura Francis Lewis

Jaya Manjunath

Shruthi Mohan

Mary Catherine Pasquale
Kunj Gautam Patel

Rohan Vandan Patil
Melina Rae Recarey

Margaret Mary Klein
Hannah Lurene Kralles
Camille Isabella Leoni
Colleen Marie Morris
Rachel Mira Nassau
Julia Ann Ryan

Priya Sai Sathyanarayan

Rachel Mira Nassau

Laurence Uche Okeke

Maren Renee Plant

Julia Ann Ryan

Puja Sasankan

Rachel Michelle Treat

Elena Tsemberis

Alejandro R Velasquez Rodriguez
Brittany Ann White

Julia Xavier

Talia Elise Zimmerman

Mariam Mogib Salama
Sanjeev Saravanakumar
Puja Sasankan
Oyinlola Latifat Tijani
Rachel Michelle Treat
Amy Yi

Talia Elise Zimmerman

Yael Noa Shapiro

Elena Tsemberis

Meghan Cassandra Tveit
Alejandro R Velasquez Rodriguez
Alexa Stelling Werner

Julia Xavier

Amy Yi
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GRADUATES

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE CANDIDATES

Milan Abbi
with Distinction

Al-Hafis Oluwatosin Adegun

Jacob Adelman
with Distinction

Ariana Lynn Adnani
Christopher Aduwari

Arash Agharahmanian

Samer Salah Ahmed

Juan Miguel Dabon Almirante

Claudia Jean Ambrose

with Distinction
Bradley John Anderson
Lauren Michelle Apodaca

Shaleen Arora
with Distinction

Deniz Atalayer
Sandhya Bhupathi Avula

Alia Mohamed Badawi
with Distinction

Peter Gun Baek
with Distinction

Shiv Ishwar Bajaj

Kopal Mani Bansal

Meral Fatima Barlas
Emmalee M. Barrett
Christopher Fumiya Barrientos
Patrice Basada

Sarah Belay

Caroline M Bereuter

Luca Antonio Bertozzi
Ranjit K Bhangu

Riyanka Himanshu Bhavsar
Jacob Reed Bjork

Ashley Rebecca Booth
Kristen M Bougher

Paul Brooks Boyd

David Lawrence Bronstein
with Distinction
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Evan Cain

Andrew Carro

Amari Cartwright

James Steven Castro Argueta
Phat Ly Chang

Kharastin L Chea-Howard

Hannah Jane Checkeye
with Distinction

Alice Chen

Bennetta Nettie Clarke

Daria Coffield

H. Edward Collier IV

Alondra del Mar Concepcién-Gonzilez

Sophia A Cordes
with Distinction

Brendan Matthew Coyne
Brennan Chad Cronquist
Lauren Davidson
Margot Day

Mansour Fayz Dehan
Nicole Marie Del Risco

Jocelyn Fant
with Distinction

Ian Ecker Farquhar
Kelly Feng

Katherine Finstuen-Magro
with Distinction

Calvin Winston Floyd
Anthara Gnanakumar
Cindy Gombaut

Todd Joseph Greer
Juliana R Gruver

Rui Guo

David Woosuk Ha

Adam Trygve Hammer
with Distinction

Brielle Hentz

Jessie Sun Honey

Nicholas Emmett Hoyt
with Distinction

Anna Ruina Hu
with Distinction

Anna Maria Ifarraguerri
Rami Imam
Shaher Gamal Issa

Mira Clair Johnson
with Distinction

Skylar Emma Johnson
with Distinction

Elena K Johnston
with Distinction

Diya Reddy Kallam
Ameen Zakaria Khalil
Ali Sultan Khan

Hufsa Khan

Theodore Taehoon Kim
Margaret Mary Klein
Benjamin John Knudsen
John Andrew Koch

Hannah Lurene Kralles
with Distinction

Jason Ari Krastein

Jeffrey Lawrence Kruger
with Distinction

Briana Kulisch

Prianka B Kumar
with Distinction

Sophie Caroline Kurschner
with Distinction

Camille Isabella Leoni
with Distinction

Laura Francis Lewis
Yu-Ting Liu

John Michael Lucero
Jennica Colleen Egan Luu

Alisa Malyavko
with Distinction

Neelesh Prasad Manandhar

GRADUATES

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE CANDIDATES

Jaya Manjunath
with Distinction

Curt Diego Martinez
Elizabeth Ann Matison

Rena Yeshwanthi Mazur
with Distinction

Aadit Piyush Mehta
with Distinction

Caroline Rose Meuser
Seim Michael
Starr Frances Milbury

Shruthi Mohan
with Distinction

Colleen Marie Morris
with Distinction

Julia D Mount
with Distinction

Tyler Austin Muser
Paul Ryu Nagao

Rachel Mira Nassau
with Distinction

Nam Tran The Nguyen

Laurence Uche Okeke
with Distinction

Christopher D Oltorik
Jeremy Kunho Park
Mary Catherine Pasquale
Kunj Gautam Patel
Rohan Vandan Patil
Ashley Lauren Pepple

Maren Renee Plant
with Distinction

Brittaney Alexandria Pratt
Lina Qi

Lindsey Anne Rae

Melina Rae Recarey
Carolina Mercedes Rivera

Julia Ann Ryan
with Distinction

Mariam Mogib Salama

The celebration program is meant to be a guide to the ceremony. Although every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy, the program is not an official record of an individual’s degree.

Sanjeev Saravanakumar
Angela Ruth Sarkisian
Vivek Sarma

Puja Sasankan
with Distinction

Priya Sai Sathyanarayan
Stephanie Sawicki

Yael Noa Shapiro
Dhruv Sharma

Jeffrey Eric Shipley

Jordan William Shock
with Distinction

Madeline Rose Skousen

Claire Elizabeth Smeltzer

Samuel Dean Smith

Lilliana Esther Starsiak

Benjamin Leonard Taber

Calvin Tabetah
Sebastian Jude Taylor
Zukhruf Tehreem
Oyinlola Latifat Tijani
John Titus-Yu
Brandon Nguyen Tran

Rachel Michelle Treat
with Distinction

Elena Tsemberis
with Distinction

Meghan Cassandra Tveit

with Distinction

Cecilia Velarde De La Via
Alejandro R Velasquez Rodriguez

with Distinction
Elton Veseli

Shruthi S Voleti
with Distinction

Brandon Reece Waddell

with Distinction

Hassan Wang
with Distinction

Yifeng Wang
Kathleen Webber
Alexa Stelling Werner

Brittany Ann White
with Distinction

Cleo Elise Whiting
with Distinction

Matthew Wolpert
with Distinction

Halley Katrina Wright

Julia Xavier
with Distinction

Stephen Z Xu

Eliza Lee Yass
with Distinction

Amy Yi

Jennie Yun
with Distinction

Talia Elise Zimmerman
with Distinction
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SHARE
YOUR DAY

#GWCommencement

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES
2300 Eye Street, NW e Washington, D.C. 20037

smhs.gwu.edu

X @GWSMHS £ /GWSMHS  #CelebrateGWSMHS
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WASHINGTON
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