
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES | 1

T H E  G E O R G E  W  A S H I N G T  O N  U N I V E R S I T  Y 

2025 GRADUATION CELEBRATION 
THE SEVENTEENTH OF MAY, TWO THOUSAND TWENTY FIVE



2 0 2 5  G R A D U A T I O N  C E L E B R A T I O N

  |  MAY 17, 2025 4:00 P.M.  |  LISNER AUDITORIUM



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES | 32 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2025

LETTER FROM THE DEAN 

Dear Health Sciences Graduates, 

Today marks a very important milestone, and like the many faculty members who guided you 
on this journey, I’m proud of all of you and the many accomplishments you’ve achieved during 
your time at the GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences.  

Looking forward, I’m excited to learn how you will build on your GW education and 
experiences — and I’m grateful for your commitment to the future of health care. 

In preparing for this moment, I was reflecting on your class and your unique path to success. 
Four years ago, the world was still in the throes of the COVID pandemic. It was the early days 

of the vaccines becoming publicly available — aided by the great vaccine work conducted right here at GW. The pandemic 
disrupted almost every aspect of day-to-day life — including a reset on how you pursued your education and research, 
culminating with your GW degree. Despite these challenges and more, you have risen to meet them. 

I know the members of the Class of 2025 are resilient, determined, and dedicated. Most of all, I know you are well-prepared 
to help solve seemingly intractable problems.  

In the coming days as you take the next steps in your careers, I hope that you will keep your minds open and continue to 
grow, learn, and contribute to the health care professions. I’m confident that you will have a significant, positive impact on 
the patients you serve directly or indirectly — in whatever health care professional domain you enter to improve the health 
and wellness of our local, national, and global communities. 

On behalf of SMHS, I wish you all the best on your graduation day. I hope you will stay engaged with the school, and I 
welcome you to our GW alumni family.  

Warmest regards, 

Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS 
Vice President for Health Affairs 
Dean, GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences 
Walter A. Bloedorn Chair of Administrative Medicine 
Professor of Surgery 

ORDER OF EXERCISES 

ACADEMIC PROCESSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Faculty and Graduates
     Timothy Kirkpatrick, Bagpiper 

NATIONAL ANTHEM .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Toni Sokol 
Doctor of Health Science in Leadership in Clinical Practice and Education, Class of 2025 

WELCOME Barbara Lee Bass, MD, RESD ’86, FACS 
Dean, GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

OZGUR EKMEKCI INTERPROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD ................................................ Shannon Loiseau 
Doctor of Occupational Therapy 

Maira I. Qayyum 
Master of Science in Health Sciences in Clinical and Translational Research 

Awards Presented by Karen S. Schlumpf, EdD, MPH 
 Assistant Professor of Clinical Research and Leadership 

OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARD ...........................................................................Ariel Jones 
Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences in Medical Laboratory Sciences 

 Presented by Cliff Cymrot, DHSc 
Assistant Professor of Biomedical Laboratory Sciences 

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Baillieu 
Doctor of Health Science in Leadership in Clinical Practice and Education 

 Presented by Joyce Maring DPT, EdD 
Professor of Health, Human Function, and Rehabilitation Sciences 

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cello by Gaetano Lotrecchiano, PhD 
Associate Professor of Clinical Research and Leadership 

Certificate distribution by Candice Johnson 
Associate Dean, Academic Affairs and Enrollment Management 

Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences 
Master of Science in Health Sciences 

Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
Doctor of Physical Therapy 

Doctor of Health Sciences 
Doctor of Philosophy 

RECITATION OF OATH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Faculty and Graduates 

CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan LeLacheur, DrPH, PA-C 
Professor of Physician Assistant Studies 

RECESSIONAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Faculty and Graduates 
Timothy Kirkpatrick, Bagpiper    

Graduates and guests, please join us immediately after the ceremony, across the street, in the University Student Center   
3rd Floor Ballrooms to celebrate with appetizers.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES | 54 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2025

STUDENT AWARDS 

NOMINEES FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARDS 

For excellence in academics, service, and leadership 

Yetunde B. Adeniyi, BSHS ....................................................................................................................Clinical Research Administration 

Kate M. Agnes, DOT .............................................................................................................................Doctor of Occupational Therapy 

Anisa M. Amiji, MSHS/MPH ..................................................................................... Physician Assistant and Master of Public Health 

Amy N. Arellano, OTD .........................................................................................................................Doctor of Occupational Therapy 

Marianna O. Draghmeh, MSHS ................................................................................Clinical Operations and Healthcare Management 

Melanie K. Flynn, MSHS ..................................Leadership and Strategy in Regulatory Affairs and Clinical Research Administration 

Jamie L. Howell, MSHS ....................................Leadership and Strategy in Regulatory Affairs and Clinical Research Administration 

Emily Madsen, DPT ...................................................................................................................................  Doctor of Physical Therapy 

Stefan Silver, MSHS ................................................................................................................................ Laboratory Medicine 

ALPHA ETA INDUCTEES 

The National Scholastic Honor Society for the Allied Health Professions 

Wala Abusalah 
Zainab Al Sayyid Ali 
Abuobieda Alawad 
Dominick Allese 
Anisa Amiji 
Robert Baillieu 
Venus Balmocena 
Anna Bellettiere 
Amanda Bence 
Georgiy Bondarchuk 
Aurelie Boyer 
Kevin Bryce 
Taylor Burman 
Claire Cesta 
Pamela Coronel Mozqueda 
Emily Cowlishaw 
Brianne Darcy 
Michael Dobler 
Marianna Draghmeh 
Sonja Duncan 
Susan Edem 
Carrie Engard 
Zachary Engle 
Melanie Flynn 
Michael Grover-Myer 

Samuel Harcourt 
ChaeAnn Herzog 
Jennifer Hill 
Jamie Howell 
Samantha Hummel 
Andrea Hvizdak 
Anusha Jailwala 
Ariel Jones 
Olivia Keller 
Miriam Konomou 
Ashley LeBeau 
Emily Long 
Holly Lovering 
Shay Lukas 
Rachel Macey 
Anthony Marchi 
Alexandra Matos Santiago 
Proshat Mazhar 
Isabella Mburu 
Pranathi Meda 
Omar Monteon De Anda 
Brenda Moore 
Justin Mule 
Darryl Nagal 
Bailey Newton 

2024-2025 GRADUATES 

Claudia Nguyen 
Tegan Nguyen 
Peter Niemann 
Christina Norwood 
Kingsley Nwaogu 
Ruth Odukoya 
Elizabeth Orr 
Clayton Pascik 
Soniya Patel 
Daniela Potter 
Gina Powers 
Maira I. Qayyum 
Amber Rusnock 
Brion Schweers 
Emily Scott 

Amanda Seethaler 
Sydney Struck 
Katie Suleta 
Maeve Swackhamer 
Shaine Thompson 
Tezha Thompson 
Abigail Tobin 
Jenny Tracy 
Natalie Tran 
Tatum Turetzky 
Kristin Warner 
Robert Weaver 
Emily White 
Holly Williams 
Alicia Yu-Shan 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCES IN HEALTH SCIENCES    
BIOMEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES DEPARTMENT 

MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES 
Ryan M. Abril 
Mezghan Akbar 
Aurelie B. Boyer 
Jay-Elvin A. Calbes 

Kayla Carlyle 
Ariel C. Jones 
Dawson F. Spencer 
Priyah Marie Angelica Tshiteya 

CLINICAL RESEARCH AND LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT 

CLINICAL HEALTH SCIENCES 
Jaime Andres Garcia-Pinilla* 
Georgiy O. Bondarchuk 
Jayson L. Gatzke 
Jose J. Herrera 
Natashia Libby 
Chana E. Lowy 
Michael P. Mcfarland* 
Wanda Mendez* 

Daniel K. Moser 
Clayton Pascik 
Justin L. Peck 
Christina M. Pyeatt* 
Brion D. Schweers 
Joseph L. Stanco 
Monica Yineman 
Daniel W. Young 

CLINICAL OPERATIONS AND HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT 
Saaketh Anjutgi 
Aaron K. Duncan* 
Thimble S. Davidson* 
Sophie I. Dreier* 
Rocio Fuentes* 

Savannah L. Kerns 
Maria Ledesma 
Isabella N. Mburu 
Ruth O. Odukoya 
Emily C. Tamez*
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2024-2025 GRADUATES

CLINICAL RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION 
Yetunde B. Adeniyi 
Sandy David
Gabriella E. Esposito 
Ariel P. Henderson-Dobson 
Christian Hyderkhan 

* 
Olivia L. Longacre* 
Kingsley N. Nwaogu 
Ashley M. Reynolds 
Alexa B. Taylor 

LEADERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY ACTION AND DISASTER RESPONSE 
Anthony L. Boudia 
Michael Francom 
Russell Leggett* 
Alan J. Lennard 

Richard Miles 
Jake B. Racicot 
Justin N. Searor* 
Robert Wasarhaley 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH SCIENCES    
BIOMEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES DEPARTMENT 

BIOMEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE 
Julie A. Adams* 
Rebecca A. Grant 
Taylor N. Koestner 
Emily A. Long 

Ana M. Martinez 
Bien N. Pocorni 
Jenny L. Tracy 
Lisa Wolski* 

CLINICAL LABORATORY MANAGEMENT 
Karl E. Hetzler* 

CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY 
Natasha M. Davis* 
Nidal M. Hakim 
Marwa Hamdam 

Miriam Konomou 
Elizabeth Thiels 

IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY 
German J. Damandaman 
Eric S. Rabbitt 

Shaine N. Thompson 
Robert Weaver 

IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Julie M. Andrews 

LABORATORY MEDICINE 
Shreya Ale 
Maha Alubudy 
Armel D. Foade 
Claudia Nguyen 
Pyik That Nwe-Kissig 

Stefan Silver 
Michelle C. Veliz Vargas 
Kara L. Wishon 

2024-2025 GRADUATES

MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE 
Yolanda D. Graham* Nelie Noel 

MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTIC SCIENCE 
Michael C. Dobler 
Dhana Kindelpitiya* 

Sheina Mahomes 

CLINICAL RESEARCH AND LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS 
Emad Basha 
Victoria K. Berndt 

Giselle R. Rodriguez 
Alicia E. Yu-Shan 

CLINICAL AND TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH 
Wala Abusalah 
Fouzia A. Ahmad 
Abuobieda E. Alawad 
Ramez I. Alyacoub 
Junaid Arshad 
Mina Awadallah 
Robert M. Brown 
Olivia C. Burke* 
Shaima M. Elsheikh* 

Emilie Ginovker* 
Lisa Goto 
Anshuk Kakria 
Julie Katherine P. Lindblad 
Srinivasan Mani 
Thea Miller-Melancon 
Christopher J. Payette 
Maira I. Qayyum 

CLINICAL OPERATIONS AND HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT 
Adeyinka Adekanola 
Kit D. Amidzich* 
Cadeem C. Contreras 
Jana Sabrina M. Doebler 
Jeffrey Doyle* 
Marianna O. Draghmeh 
Ava Habibi 
Ornella Nicolas Heutchou Njampou 
Itisha Kuriyal 

Samantha L. Lagace 
Holly E. Lovering 
Javier P. Meggo 
Terrance C. Mosley* 
Darryl S. Nagal 
John Ntambi 
Jessica A. Reed 
Alyssa Woosley* 

CLINICAL RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION 
Sonja A. Duncan 
Sarah L. Gauthier 

Montaha Hamad 
Tegan Nguyen 

CORRECTIONAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
Jeremy L. Dinwiddie 
Hunter R. Minx 
Jamie Newell
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2024-2025 GRADUATES 2024-2025 GRADUATES

HEALTHCARE QUALITY 
Michele F. Gemelas 
ChaeAnn S. Herzog 
Robin Jennings* 

Shima Sanavi* 
Kori Wolcott* 

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE 
Sabreen Abu Obaid* 
Gabriella E. Canu* 
Claire D. Cesta 
Sarah Fakhri Elmohtaseb* 

Caralyn Maerz* 
Peter J. Niemann 
Lauren L. Shober 
Kahra E. Wahler* 

LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGY IN REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND CLINICAL RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION
 Zahraa R. Alani 
Attaas Alvi 
Zahra Arastoo 
Lucy Barnett* 
Jennifer A. Bates 
Ashlie F. Boner 
Chantal M. Browning 
Shelby C. Davis 
Melanie K. Flynn 
Emma Godi 
Cynthia Green* 
Ama A. Hagan 
Marissa D. Hasbargen 
Chelsea A. Hehl* 

Jordan Louise Hitchcock* 
Jamie L. Howell 
Andrea Hvizdak 
Pranav C. Jaideep 
Roksana Korbi* 
Proshat Mazhar 
Nadia S. Mendez 
Jennifer S. Moore 
Marian Mosebolatan Oshobukola* 
Brenda D. Portillo 
Arleen Rodriguez 
Allise M. Sellers* 
Cordia Simmons 

REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
Donna K. Hanson-Spencer 
Jennifer A. Hill 

Brenda C. Moore 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
Danielle A. Abrams 
Hannah G. Barlow 
Hayley Michele Barnard 
Anna R. Bellettiere 
Andie B. Bodian 
Rebeccah Bortz 
Taylor Burman 
Caitlin E. Cancilla 
Kathryn M. Carlin 

Madison E. Coogan 
Meredith E. Degutis 
Eileen R. Deming 
Erika Dettlo 
Riya Devani 
Adam D. Eberius 
Erin V. Evans 
Mariah Fagan 
Katelyn N. Fetzer 

Sierra D. Forrest 
Damilola Ben Funmilayo 
Rreze Grajcevci* 
Yvonne S. Gutierrez 
Samuel L. Harcourt 
Jessica Anne Hogan 
Anusha P. Jailwala 
Eliza J. Judge 
Olivia P. Keller 
Marisa Khamis 
Nashita Khandakar 
Valeria Lozano 
Elizabeth McClellan 
Hayley M. Mitchell 
Rebeca A. Murillo 
Meghan Elizabeth Murphy 
Fatimah Z. Nour 
Pretoria E. Okafor 
Noelle Parker 

Harley R. Powell 
Caitlin E. Priester 
Baylor G. Reini* 
Jake Restivo 
Maxwell S. Rooney 
Anna J. Salazar 
Rosie G. Salomon 
Eileen A. Salsgiver 
Chiara Sanscrainte 
Emily A. Scott 
Maalini Suresh 
Maeve R. Swackhamer 
Manjari Swarna 
Gavin Tang 
Tatum Turetzky 
Rachel E. Webb 
Isabel L. Welsh 
Danait T. Yonas 

JOINT MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH SCIENCES IN THE FIELD OF PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT AND MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Anisa M. Amiji 
Aimee K. Caissy 
Erica M. Chamberlain 
Kristen M. Cooley 
Shay N. Lukas 

Rachel E. Macey 
Christine Mai 
Bailey J. Newton 
Sydney M. Struck 

HEALTH, HUMAN FUNCTION, AND REHABILITATION SCIENCES DEPARTMENT   
DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

Kate M. Agnes 
Natalia AnzaldÚa 
Amy N. Arellano 
Rachel E. Baker 
Marina Bien 
Carolin K. Capurro Perez 
Marie A. Chatriand 
Felicia M. Chew 

Alexis L. Clapper 
Collese D. Daley 
Molly S. Dougherty 
Sarah E. Druckman 
Amy Eybers 
Rena B. Gross 
Kiara Johnson 
Fatima Y. Koroma



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES | 1110 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2025

2024-2025 GRADUATES 2024-2025 GRADUATES

Victoria G. Leger 
Shannon Loiseau 
Sabrina B. Luu 
Isabele Amor Quimpo Magbanua 
Pranathi Meda 
Clinton J. Mullins 

Iman Z. Nasir 
Elizabeth Orr 
Georgia Philbin 
Natalie I. Sipes 
Coumba T. Tall 
Emma J. Tober 

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Alexandra C. Abravanel 
Dominick Allese 
Kelan D. Amin 
Sarah Aronovsky 
Kyle P. Ashe 
Amanda M. Bence 
Allison Brower 
Kevin C. Bryce 
Beatrice L. Cerwinka 
Olivia B. Drinkwalter 
Abigail R. Feigenbaum 
Hannah Flinchum 
Meredith S. Gioia 
Teresa L. Guerra* 
Samantha Hummel 
Alexis Jones 
Nicholas G. Jurek 
Abigail Katz 
Angela Kim 
Chun Y. Lee 
Emily G. Madsen 

Justin Mule 
Jesse Ntawutarama 
Makenna K. Paradis 
Ava C. Procopio 
Quinn Rabinowitz 
Christopher Regalado 
Ella G. Roberts 
Erica T. Rogers 
Amanda H. Seethaler 
Ryan Ellis Shannon 
Hannah-Eloise A. Songayab 
Autumn M. Stickler 
Faith A. Swanger 
Kristin S. Warner 
Daniel G. Weaver 
Emily C. White 
Claire K. Wong 
Caitlin M. Yap 
Aliya J. Young 
Danielle F. Ziegler 

DOCTOR OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

LEADERSHIP IN CLINICAL PRACTICE AND EDUCATION 

Jehan Jamal Abukharmah* 
Financial Literacy Among Clinical Laboratory Leaders 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

James H. Atwell 
Perceptions of Laboratory Professionals: Are Laboratories and Personnel Ready to Adapt to Changes Related to Antimicrobial Resistance? 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Matthew Bailen 
Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) and Clinical Nurses’ Perceptions of Preparedness and Professional Impact 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 

Robert L. Baillieu 
Spatiotemporal Dynamics of the United States Opioid Overdose Epidemic: The Role of Social-Environmental Vulnerability and Health Care 
Access 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Stephanie M. Barbone* 
Patient Perceived Influence of Pre-operative Information in Total Shoulder Arthroplasty Recovery: A Qualitative Study 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Camille L. Bloom 
Immersive Virtual Reality (VR) as an Interactive Neuroscience Learning Tool for Physician Associate Education 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Yarlene Caraballo-Lopez* 
Perspectives of Speech-Language Pathologists from the United States and Puerto Rico on Facilitators and Barriers to Adherence to Home 
Exercises Program in Patients with Aphasia 
Faculty Advisor: Ellen Costello, PhD 

Erin Anne Cardman* 
Examining Concordance of Speech-Language Pathology Student and Supervisor Perceptions of the Supervisory Working Alliance During 
Clinical Externship Placements 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Andrew J. Clare* 
Exploring Graduate Student Perspectives of Clinical Supervision in Speech-Language Pathology: Facilitators and Barriers 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Stephen M. Damiani 
Perceptions of Living with Diabetes Distress: A Phenomenological Study 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 

Brianne Darcy 
Home-Based Gait Treatment for Adults with Stroke: A Scoping Review 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 
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2024-2025 GRADUATES 2024-2025 GRADUATES

Laila Ehsan 
Understanding the Non-Medical Aspects of Care for International Patients: A Case Study Within an International Health Mission 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Louis O. Eke* 
Psychiatrists’ Knowledge and Perceptions of Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation in Treating Major Depressive Disorder 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Ahmed Farag 
Value-Based Care in Surgical Specialties: Barriers, Facilitators, and Incentives 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Amber Ferranto 
Interprofessional Collaboration in Pediatric Therapy: Effects on Caregiver Satisfaction and Transdisciplinary Treatment Plan Congruency 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Jamie Field 
Perceptions of Athletic Training Program Directors Regarding the Preparedness of Students Entering Professional Master’s Athletic Training 
Programs 
Faculty Advisor: Ellen Costello, PhD 

Shirley H. Fung 
Complex Patient Scores Meaningfully Affect 2022 Medicare MIPS Bonus Payments for Orthopedic Surgeons 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Adam B. Furtado 
Impacts of Empathic Appointment Communication Upon Intake Session Attendance 
Faculty Advisor: Donal Murray, PhD 

David Grosvenor 
Methadone Maintenance Treatment Challenges in the Fentanyl Age 
Faculty Advisor: Donal Murray, PhD 

Tracy L. Hoag* 
Navigating Transition to Practice: Perspectives of Spanish-Speaking Nurses Who Use English as a Second Language 
Faculty Advisor: Michelle Rumble, DNP 

Wesley D. Kimble 
Identifying Overdose Clusters Involving Methamphetamines In West Virginia Using the Social Vulnerability Index (SVI): A Geospatial 
Analysis 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

LaToya T. King 
Effectiveness of Strategies, Interventions, and Policies on Improving Diversity of Clinical Research Participants: A Systematic Review 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

John J. Ko 
The Association of Preoperative Hemoglobin and Adverse Outcomes in Elective Surgical Procedures: A Retrospective Review 
Faculty Advisor: Donal Murray, PhD 

Matthew D. Kostinas 
Perceived Impact of Data Analytics on Operational Efficiency in Primary Care: A Qualitative Study of Clinical Leaders’ Perspectives 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Kerrie Lashley 
Core Competencies Relevant to Gross Anatomy Laboratory Managers: An Instrumental Qualitative Case Study 
Faculty Advisor: Donal Murray, PhD 

Jonathan J. Lopienski* 
Perceptions of Battalion Surgeons on the Knowledge, Skills, and Attitudes Required to Assume the Role as a Medical Director Clinically 
Supervising Combat Medics 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Anthony J. Marchi 
Reflective Learning as a Pathway to Professional Self-Actualization in Simulation-Based Learning: A Qualitative Case Study 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 

Ani C. Mazmanyan 
Intergenerational Trauma and Mental Health Among Armenian Genocide Descendants: A Scoping Review 
Faculty Advisor: Ellen Costello, PhD 

Nadine Mckenzie* 
Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) Patients’ Experiences and Perspectives on Screenings for Mental Health Conditions Associated with 
PCOS 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Ugochi Ndubuisi 
Exploring Gender-Based Issues Associated with Late-Diagnosis of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder in Women: A Phenomenological 
Study 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Anne D. Noel 
The Role of Cultural Competency Training in Improving Health Outcomes for Haitian Immigrants: A Qualitative Study of Nurses’ 
Perceptions in Florida 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 

Christina Norwood 
Evaluating Ependymoma Online Patient Education Materials: An Observational Cross-Sectional Study 
Faculty Advisor: Ellen Costello, PhD 

Taiis Pascal 
Experiences and Perspectives of Physical Therapists Implementing Inclusive Physical Therapy Strategies Across Educational Settings in a 
Northeastern School District 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Soniya P. Patel 
Understanding the Merit-Based Incentive Payment System: A Qualitative Study of Experienced Physical Therapists 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 
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2024-2025 GRADUATES

Christina Perez 
Perceptions of Medical Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) Clinical Educators on Graduate SLP Students’ Readiness for Clinical Placement 
in Medical Settings 
Faculty Advisor: Joyce Maring, DPT, EdD 

Sshune M. Rhodes 
Attitudes and Perceptions of Providers of Telehealth in School-Based Settings 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Ahlea A. Rutt* 
Myocarditis or Pericarditis Following COVID-19 Vaccine: An Analysis of the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Aubryn H. Samaroo 
Impact of Emotional Music on Verbal Episodic Memory 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Bryan C. Smith 
Correlation of Telehealth Usage and the Social Vulnerability Index in the Mid-Atlantic Region 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

Toni J. Sokol 
Perspective of Primary/Urgent Care Providers on Their Role in Supporting Clinical Trials 
Faculty Advisor: David Scalzitti, PhD 

Ashley M. Tanner 
Minorities in the C-Suite: Barriers, Facilitators & Perceptions 
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Paganotti, PhD 

Alexandra K. Walker 
Risk Factors for Respiratory Failure in Non-Ventilator-Associated Postoperative Pneumonia: A Retrospective Case-Control Study 
Faculty Advisor: Donal Murray, PhD 

Holly M. Williams 
Food Insecurity and the Nutrition-Based Lab Value Association in the Adult Outpatient Hemodialysis Population 
Faculty Advisor: Skip Gill, DSc 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
CLINICAL RESEARCH AND LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT  

TRANSLATIONAL HEALTH SCIENCES 

Elizabeth Joy Austin 
Engaging Patients in Opioid Use Disorder Treatment: A Mixed Methods Study Investigating Primary Care Team Perspectives on 
Approaches, Barriers, and Facilitators 
Faculty Advocate: Uli Koch, PhD 

GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2025

2024-2025 GRADUATES

Michelle A. Culp 
Fair Compensation for Patient Partners in Clinical Research: Perspectives and Practices 
Faculty Advocate: Trudy Mallinson, PhD 

Tici Cunin 
Unveiling the Dynamics of Intersectional Aging: A Qualitative Exploration of Aging and Social Participation among Transgender Older 
Adults 
Faculty Advocate: Mary Corcoran, PhD 

Emelia Grant 
Determining the Etiology of Recurrent Pregnancy Loss (RPL): An Explanatory Mixed Methods Study Exploring Obstetrician Gynecologist 
Clinical Provider Practice Behaviors and Factors Contributing to Inappropriate Laboratory Test Utilization 
Faculty Advocate: Lisa Schwartz, EdD 

Kaytlin E. Krutsch 
Characteristics of Prescribing and Determinants of Prescribing Performance in Lactating Women: Secondary Analysis of Marketscan U.S. 
Commercial Claims Data 
Faculty Advocate: Joseph Bocchino, EdD 

Jessica R. Phillips 
Planning & Dissemination of Quality Improvement Activities: A Qualitative Study Evaluating Barriers & Enablers to Implementation of 
the SQUIRE 2.0 Guidelines 
Faculty Advocate: Sabrina Figueiredo, PhD 

Stephen P. Robie 
Exploring Negotiated Autonomy in the Physician–Physician Assistant Collaborative Dyad 
Faculty Advocate: Tamara Ritsema, PhD 

Cortni B. Romaine 
Engagement in Responsible Conduct of Research: A Descriptive Case Study of the Factors of Organizational Culture and Implementation 
Drivers that Influence Research Integrity Practice 
Faculty Advocate: Joseph Bocchino, EdD 

Lena M. Volland 
Implementation of the MASAC Recommendations for the Practical Application of the CDC Opioid Prescription Guidelines for Chronic 
Pain Management in Persons with Bleeding Disorders (PWBD): A Mixed-Methods Study 
Faculty Advocate: Kenneth Harwood, PhD 

This program does not serve as an official transcript of record of graduation. 
*Summer 2025 graduate; Degrees will be conferred on Aug. 31, 2025 after completion of degree requirements during the 
summer 2025 semester.

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES 
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SCHOOL OF MEDICINE &  
HEALTH SCIENCES PLEDGE 

I will lead my life and practice my profession with integrity and 
compassion, treating each individual I see with dignity and respect. 

I promise to comfort, care, and work toward curing the sick 
and disabled and will strive to promote 

the health and well-being of all the people for whom I care. 

I will work for the benefit of, and avoid harm to, the individuals I serve 
and those who are my colleagues; and even if directed, 
I will do nothing that I believe could harm my patient. 

I will use my knowledge and skill to serve all individuals, 
regardless of race, gender, religion, disease, or social status. 

I will respect the privacy of every person and will hold confidential all 
information about patients for whom I care. 

I pledge to continue to learn and grow in my profession and 
continually seek to gain new knowledge. 

I will constantly strive to contribute to my profession 
through teaching others who can benefit from my knowledge. 

I promise to pursue each of the tenets of this pledge with strength 
and courage, to the utmost of my power.



S H A R E 
YOUR DAY 
#GWCommencement 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES 

2300 Eye Street, NW  •  Washington, D.C. 20037 
Phone: 202-994-2987  •  www.smhs.gwu.edu

 @GWSMHS     /GWSMHS

SMHS-2425-467

https://smhs.gwu.edu/
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