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2021 HEALTH SCIENCES  
GRADUATION CELEBRATION

WELCOME  ................................................................................................................................. Barbara Lee Bass, MD
 Vice President for Health Affairs, Dean, School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Chief Executive Officer, The GW Medical Faculty Associates 
 
 Reamer L. Bushardt, PharmD, PA-C, DFAAPA

Senior Associate Dean for Health Sciences, Professor  

OZGUR EKMEKCI INTERPROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD

Online Program Recipient ....................................................................Casey Regnier, MSHS, Physician Assistant

Campus Program Recipient ......................................................... Kenly Morgenstern, MSHS, Healthcare Quality
 Presented by Karen S. Schlumpf, MPH

Director, Health Sciences Research Core Curriculum 

OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARD

Ricky Ditzel, BSHS, Leadership for Emergency Action & Disaster Response
Presented by Geoffrey Shapiro, Director, EMS & Operational Medicine Training and  
Andrew Garrett, MD, Associate Professor and  Program Director for Emergency Health Operations

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD
 
Heather Yoho, MSHS, Clinical & Translational Research
Presented by Maranda C. Ward, EdD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Department of Clinical Research and Leadership

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS ..................................................Marcia Firmani, PhD, MSPH, MT(ASCP)MBCM
 Chair, Department of Biomedical Laboratory Sciences 

 Leslie Davidson, PhD, OT/L, FAOTA
Chair, Department of Clinical Research and Leadership  

 Joyce Maring, EdD, DPT
Chair, Department of Health, Human Function, and Rehabilitation Sciences  

 Tamara Ritsema, PhD, MPH, PA-C/R
Interim Chair, Department of Physician Assistant Studies 

RECITATION OF OATH Krystal Smith, DPT
Class of 2021 

CHARGE TO GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin O'Connor, DO
 Associate Professor of Medicine, Senior Medical Advisor, Health Sciences Programs

Physician to the President  

Lorenzo Norris, MD 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Administration, Associate Professor of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences

The celebration program is meant to be a guide to the ceremony. Although every effort has been made to ensure its 
 accuracy, the program is not an official record of any individual's degree.
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LETTER FROM THE DEAN

Barbara Lee Bass, MD
Vice President for Health Affairs
Dean, GW School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences
CEO, The GW Medical Faculty 
Associates

Dear Health Sciences Graduates,

Today is a very important day in your life and career, and like your many faculty 
who guided you on this journey, I am so proud of each of you for the many 
accomplishments you’ve achieved during your years at GW SMHS. I am also very 
proud of what you will do in the years ahead – and thank you for your commitment to 
the future of health care. 

As with this day last year,  I do wish we were gathering together to celebrate your 
graduation day,  to mark that symbolic moment when you advance in your health care 
career.  I trust that you are in the company of those who are important in your life.

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted so much in our lives over the last year, 
including the traditional GW Commencement Ceremonies on the National Mall 
and our own graduation celebration in Lisner Auditorium. The pandemic will 
not, however, change the time-honored tradition of recognizing our outstanding 
graduates for their accomplishments. Please know that we are all proud and grateful 
for your hard work and resilience. And, know that your years at GW will certainly be 
memorable – not only because you studied and contributed to the fight against the 
world’s largest health crisis in a century, but also because you persevered. You were 
resilient and you have made it to this moment, triumphantly.

On behalf of the entire GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences faculty and 
staff, I congratulate you on your graduation! I know that in the coming weeks you will 
move on to the next steps in your careers - what an exceptional time in the history 
of medicine and health sciences to be taking this next step. I know you will continue 
to grow, learn, care, and contribute to the benefit of your patients, your profession, 
your communities and our shared world in the years and decades ahead. We all look 
forward to watching with pride and joy as you move forward to do your important 
work.  

I personally wish you the very best on this graduation day, and I welcome you into the 
GW SMHS Alumni Community. 

With my highest regards, 

Barbara Lee Bass, MD
Vice President for Health Affairs

Dean, GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences

CEO, The GW Medical Faculty Associates



LETTER FROM THE
SENIOR ASSOCIATE DEAN

Reamer L. Bushardt,
PharmD, PA-C,
DFAAPA
Senior Associate Dean 
for Health Sciences & 
Professor
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On behalf of the faculty and staff of the George Washington University, congratulations 
to each member of the Class of 2021. We acknowledge your dedication and applaud your 
accomplishments during your education in the School of Medicine and Health Sciences.

The mission of GW Health Sciences is to drive innovation and quality in health and 
health care delivery through education, scholarship, and service – locally, nationally, and 
globally. We embrace core values of diversity & inclusion, collaboration, and innovation as 
we live that mission. We are grateful for the contributions you have made during your time 
at the School of Medicine and Health Sciences to help shape a community that values 
cultural and intellectual diversity and demonstrates integrity, creativity, and innovation.

This year and your graduation are also being defined by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The pandemic has challenged you to learn and your faculty to teach in new ways, while 
maintaining your collective focus as millions of individuals all around the world have 
faced this devastating infectious disease and its complications. Society and our health 
care systems alike face tremendous challenges. I am heartbroken not to see you walk 
across the graduation stage on campus this year; however, your accomplishments and 
perseverance during this challenging time proves how valuable you will be to the health 
care and research communities. We hope the virtual celebrations and graduation activities 
planned help us all come together while being physically apart. When it is safe to do so, 
the university will host in-person celebrations on the National Mall to honor the Class of 
2021 and the Class of 2020, and I hope you will join us for that forthcoming celebration. 

Today, you become a part of the university and the school’s alumni family. This family is 
stronger and more dynamic because of your talents, passion, and capabilities. Some of you will heal through innovative 
and compassionate care. Others will advance biomedical, translational, and health services research. Many will contribute 
to cultures of excellence, and you bring us hope for a better future in health care and the health sciences—a future where 
attaining the highest level of health for all people is realized.

Take time to thank the many people who supported you during your journey to this point. Consider honoring that 
support in the years ahead by helping others reach their goals and career aspirations. Let me end with a few words of 
wisdom and guidance that others have imparted to me. Serve others with compassion. Accept that you will never possess 
all the knowledge you need. Instead, learn to harness knowledge and recognize your own limitations. Be an agent of 
positive change within your community. Be present—take time to nurture your personal and professional relationships. 
Finally, choose the path of leadership, and lead through your character by embracing courage, integrity, selflessness, 
empathy, collaboration, and reflection.

Along with all the faculty and staff in the School of Medicine and Health Sciences, I offer my congratulations and wish 
you every success in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Reamer L. Bushardt, PharmD, PA-C, DFAAPA  
Senior Associate Dean for Health Sciences & Professor



5 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2021

STUDENT AWARDS

NOMINEES FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES OUTSTANDING  
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE AWARDS (For excellence in academics, service, and leadership)

Ricardo Boye, MSHS, Integrative Medicine
Ricky Ditzel, BSHS, Leadership for Emergency Action & Disaster Response
Elizabeth Kruzhkov, BSHS, Medical Laboratory Sciences 
Luz Kumpel, MSHS, Physician Assistant 
Saralynne Miller, MSHS, Medical Laboratory Science
Kenly Morgenstern, MSHS, Healthcare Quality
Kellie Sawyer, Doctor of Occupational Therapy
Krystal Smith, Doctor of Physical Therapy
Jennifer Weaver, PhD, Translational Health Sciences
Angela Wholehan, MSHS, Immunohematology & Biotechnology 
Heather Yoho, MSHS, Clinical & Translational Research 

ALPHA ETA INDUCTEES 
The National Scholastic Honor Society for the Allied Health Professions

Nicholas Ackley
Julia Agafonova
Chisom Agbim
David Alpert
Maral Amani
Rashi Anand
Cecilia Arana Yi
Tina Baker
Kaitlin Barnet
Madeline Boorigie
Yimara Bosquez
Richard Boye
Jessica Brennan
Kevin Bugin
Susan Burgess
Erica Catanoso
Paula Cespedes-Turriate
Caroline Clark
Charity Coe
Kristen Czerwinski
Stefania D'Ambrosio
Courtney Daymude
Ricky Ditzel
Emma Engler
Robin Fluty
Morgan Focas
Sailaja Gajjala
Shanna Garcia
Brandon Giles

Claudia Habib
Bianka Haro
Marina Hendrickson
Allison Hoyle
Michaiah Hughes
Lauren Kinney-Kruse
Kelsey Krische
Elizabeth Kruzhkov
Brandon Laroche
Carrie Leitholf
Jennifer Masula
Marvin Mata
Steele McCulley
Shannan Mckenzie
Saralynne Miller
Meredith Mock
Sarah Mooney
Kenly Morgenstern
Zeinab Muse
Duy Nguyen
Karen Niebert
Patrick O'Hara
Rebecca Olbrys
Denise Oliver-stergiou
Michael Orr
Ka Hyun Paek
Thomas Paone
Carolina Pastrana-Medina
Ankur Patel

Cindy Pingol
Jessica Pryor
Susan Reed
Eddy Ruano
Kellie Sawyer
Paul Schneider
Samuel Schroeder
Ashley Shepherd
Lauren Smith
Krystal Smith
Sirivone Souvannavong
Ryan Springfield
Laura Streicher
Anjalie Subramanian
Lauren Svenson
Yoshiko Tamura
Jennifer Tang
David Tsai
Laura Voss
Thomas Waldrop
Shane Ward
Ashley Washington
Jennifer Weaver 
Angela Wholehan
Brittany Wilbourn
Marie Williams
Heather Yoho
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GRADUATES

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE

HEALTH SCIENCES LABORATORY 
TECHNOLOGY

Steven Abrego

Mezghan Akbar

Kristina Allen

Daehan An

Christopher Applegate

Danieca Baetiong

Travis Brewer

Lincoln Brown

Simon Chan

Maria Chapman

Pablo Chavez-Hernandez

Hanna Cheru

Corbin Coblentz

Arron Correa

Maxwell Dogbey

Jordyn Doyle

Alysia Elston

Jessica Frazier

Walter Galdamez

Clarice Gantt

Donald Hamilton

Bryanna Harris

Allissa Hauge

Joseph Irwinsky

Jasnine Isales

Sasha Krulder

Logan Lawhon

Maurice Ivan Libaste

Shaylee Lines

Daniel Lopez

Kiana Mancl

Gian Kenneth Molina

Christopher Molitoris

Jolene Morales

Diamond Nolan

Timothy O'Brien

Dwyne Overstreet

Ashley Ramirez

Justin Rosa

Jonathan Sharpe

Ian Sibal

Samedin Sinanovic

Thomas Sturgeon

Simon Taylor

Megan Thomas

Brianna Trevino

Brooke Verdillo

Jordyn West

Anthony Wick

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH SCIENCES

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

Juliana Loza-Espinoza

CLINICAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Jennifer Anderson

Karl Anker

Dixon Brown

Robert Burgos

Chad Chapel

David Clauson

Gregory Dodd

Mitchell Elwood

Ryan Gordon

Benjamin Graham

Johnathan Gunn

Andrew Kimberly

Thaysha King

Tabot Kwo

Troy Lindsay

Jeremy Morgan

Patrick O'Hara

Alexander Pomar

Ernest Quimby IV

Carlos Rodriguez

Mark Sauve

Volker Schweyer

Mark Silkwood

James Smalley

Jonathon Solonar

Kevin Toland

Thomas Waldrop

Shane Ward

Jacob Weaver

Zachary Wilson

Scott Wyatt

CLINICAL MANAGEMENT & 
LEADERSHIP

Carrie Leitholf

CLINICAL OPERATIONS AND 
HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT

Larissa Aracelys Gonzalez Torres

Roba Katemtou

Karen Niebert 

CLINICAL RESEARCH 
ADMINISTRATION

Paula Cespedes Turriate

Robin Fluty

Allison Mentzos

Brenda Portillo

EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES 
MANAGEMENT

Andrew Rose

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
MANAGEMENT

Amanda Murtha

Lucas Traunero

Michael Turskey

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN 
DISASTER RESPONSE

Megan Middleton
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HEALTH INTERVENTION & 
DISASTER RESPONSE

Sakeena Lites

Michael Weissman

LEADERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY 
ACTION & DISASTER RESPONSE

Niels Berg

Victor Dasilva

Ricky Ditzel

Joel Gonzalez

Rhys Green

Adam Ingram

Steele McCulley

Colton Parsons

Samuel Patrick

MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SCIENCES

Nicholas Accorti

Edward Akowuah

Almas Alam

Khushnuma Alam

Imahn Amadou

Komlanvi Atsu

Anjelica Bueno

Roven Carreon

Alexandra Davis

Kristie De Jesus

Richard Deckard

Charles Fry

Amberlyn Gilbert

Samantha Gomez

Jaewoo Hong

Diana Kaehele

Elizabeth Kruzhkov

Alfredo Llerena

Victor Lopez

Dorielle Merrill

Julie Nakamura

Denise Oliver-Stergiou

Charlene Perez

Cindy Pingol

Richard Quick

Iman Sayed

Tiffany Trieger

Denecia Weekes

Teena Wyburn

Phillip Yocom

Betselot Zelalem

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH SCIENCES

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

Adebisi Adenupebi

Emma Engler

Rupinderjit Kaur

Danaye Elise Mokma

CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY

Angie Betancourt

Courtney Daymude

Jae Dugan

Kathleen Dugan

Jeleah Griffin

Linda Hogner

Kendall Isbel

Laura Leal

Maria Mora

Zeinab Muse

Susan Pereira

Jaboris Person

Kelly Ritter

Toni-Ann Smith

Mychala Snead

Ryan Springfield

Zara Tariq

Laura Terriquez

Ashley Washington

CLINICAL RESEARCH 
ADMINISTRATION

Julia Agafonova

Emmanuel Anteyi

Sandy Ashkar

Randy Astaiza

Adelphos Azilah

Daiyan Aziz

Tina Baker

Keturah Ball

Elizabeth Beamguard

Victoria Boon

Madeline Boorigie

Susan Burgess

Melissa Carvalho

Laura Castillo

Claudia Chambers

Alexander Chhay

Kelly Clark

Jo Denzin

Rachel Dougherty

Jennifer Hinojosa

Amanda Howley

Riley Hurst

Hailey Imhoff

Michael Johnstone

Lauren Kinney-Kruse

Megan Lewis

Kelly Liddy

Chaniqua Louis

Pooja Maddula

Jennifer Masula

Emily Maxwell

Jonelle Mccreary

Samvika Mehra

Sandra Miller

Linda Monterroso

Sarah Mooney

Tennian Morris

Thea Nash

Leonor Newquist

Rebecca Olbrys

Naomi Pires-Barracosa

Kavya Rathi

Susan Reed

GRADUATES
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CLINICAL RESEARCH  ADMINISTRATION (CONTINUED)

Sarah Rosenthal

Leila Ruth Salinas

Pamela Shonk

Lauren Svenson

Renee Townes

Cristina Varela

Samantha Wheeler

William Whitebirch

Oulu Zhu 

CLINICAL & TRANSLATIONAL 
RESEARCH

Aqeel Abbas

Cecilia Arana Yi

Christy Arrowood

Brittany Bjornholm

Lubaba Dahab

Blessing Enudu

Zahra Fatima

Kim Ferguson

Sailaja Gajjala

Lisa Gasque-Kuhn

Bianka Haro

Nataley Jhingoeri

Mellissa Mahabee

Joseph Marzella

Barbara Myers

Vanishree Nandakumar

Elizabeth Offermann

Ka Hyun Paek

Elizabeth Paronett

Peter Gerard Rochin

Ami Shah

Landria Sheffey

Yayra Tuprah

Yuuki Unno

Deepak Vedamurthy

Marcee Wilder

Lauren Wismer

Heather Yoho

CLINICAL OPERATIONS & 
HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT 

Nicholas Ackley

Ouarda Allbee

Shiann Bradley

Tasha Campbell

Charity Coe

Jennifer Cuyler-leath

Jeffry De Los Rios

Lucia Dela Cruz

Ireneo Diaz

Kristien Lewis

Lisa Lupkovich

Samantha Marple

Maria Melian

Carolina Pastrana-Medina

Amaka Stacy Nwokochah

Audrey Pungot

Vincent Schwartz

Terrylon Sobers

HEALTH CARE QUALITY

Chisom Agbim

Taghreed Alshaeri

Vijay Anand

Andrea Arellano

Jami Bragg

Gabriela Cabrera

Kerrie Campbell

Kara Clemons

Ivor Dorival

Kim Ferguson

David Gordon

Kimberly Hoffman

Rachelle Hoffman

Jennifer Lam

Marvin Mata

Jennifer Midgett

Rebekah Mooney

Lenai Moore

Kenly Morgenstern

Kristin Norris

Jessica Orge

Donna Palabrica

Thomas Paone

Denise Ramsey

Nicola Scharringhausen

Ashley Shepherd

Sirivone Souvannavong

Lynsey Vaughan

Lisa Vojtush

Lynsey Watry

Lauren Wolf

IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY

Alfred Canoy

Jerry Hughes

Michael Orr

Eddy Ruano

Kelly Tucker

IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY & 
BIOTECHNOLOGY

Carmelita Bibby

Lewei Dong

Racquel East

Daniel Hernandez Andino

Wai Lok

Kyra Mcpherson

Shaughn Nalezinski

Michael Ogunbiyi

Angela Wholehan

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE

Bradley Berg

Laurie Boge

Richard Boye

John Faber

Joanna Gallo Moreno

Tammy Harris

Dahlia Kelada

Arielle Laws

GRADUATES
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INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE (CONTINUED)

Christiane Matey 

Zikea McCurdie

Andrea McNinch

Jamira Mollon

Oritsetimeyin Otubu-Scipio

Susan Prather

Zarina Ram

Louisa Rio 

David Tsai

Marie Williams

Tatiana Znayenko-Miller

LABORATORY MEDICINE

Yimara Bosquez

George May

MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SCIENCES

Caleb Arrington

Shelby Ballard

Linda Brostowski

Asia Coley

Rachael Ducote

Ronald Floyd

Donna Fuller

Brandon Giles

Natalie Isham-dean

Crystal LaBrecque

Jonathan Lee

Dinah Lorde

Shannan Mckenzie

Saralynne Miller

Kelly Mojica

Jennifer Ruark

MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTIC 
SCIENCE 

Vittorio Caropreso

Casey Connolly

Emily Lydon

Ronald Matovu

Mbithe Nguku

Rima Rida

Afsoon Sehat

Lauren Smith

Laura Streicher

Elana Wallace

Kendra Wenrich

Casey Yarbrough

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

Hiba Abbasi

David Alpert

Anne Archer

Bradley Baggett

David Berry

Mark Bertolone

Abigail Biow

Katherine Black

Matthew Blegen

Jessica Brennan

Kristina Choi

Eileen Chong

Caroline Clark

Nathalie Cohenca

Stefania D'Ambrosio

Michael Dahan

Alison Dana

Dyvakrupakar Daram

Kaylee Dimeo

Peng Ding

Laura Donnelly

Brian Dresser

Michelle Essman

Lucinda Fan

Morgan Focas

Austen Fowler

Krista Gardner

Claudia Habib

Austin Hajna

Marina Hendrickson

Irene Hong

Kurt Hufker

Michaiah Hughes

Molika Keeler-Carroll

Morgan Kraus

Erin Kreindler

Luz Maria Kumpel

Jessica Lawler

Janneinne Le

Xi Lin

Kathleen Lonergan

Kevin Maneffa

Enrique Manriquez

James Mink

Meredith Mock

Jeniece Montellano

Duy Nguyen

Cole Pachter

Mary Paese

Andrew Persaud

Jessica Pryor

Casey Regnier

Amber Reinecke

Molly Resnick

Madison Rudnick

Madeline Schenk

Paul Schneider

Matthew Schwartz

Alexander Steiner

Ivana Su

Anjalie Subramanian

Lauren Vedrine

Sophie Waldman

David Wallace

Varvara Walle

Flora Wang

Stuart Wong

Helen Xiao

Jennifer Yu

GRADUATES
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REGULATORY AFFAIRS

Lateeya Bailey

Angelique Bergado

Lena Cherian

Annabelle Eggan

India El

Jeremy Fishman

Paige Gotwald

Monika House

Kelsey Krische

Michelle Nunes

Ankur Patel

Ramesh Pathak

Nina Pogorzelski

Jenna Scoggins

Lucie Solon

Carmen Stach

Yoshiko Tamura

Victoria Wu

TRANSLATIONAL MICROBIOLOGY

Jennifer Hailes

Portion King

Brandon Laroche

Brian McNamara

Dipti Mistry

Brittany Parker

Brittany Pittet

Richard Velazquez Diaz

Latashia Whitlowe

Naomi Woldeghebriel

DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Kenya Crews

Jessica Donovan

Shanna Garcia

Kellie Sawyer

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

TRANSLATIONAL  
HEALTH SCIENCES

Kevin Bugin

Jennifer Conlon

Wisam Hanna

Jennifer Weaver

Brittany Wilbourn

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Christopher Aherne

Maral Amani

Rashi Anand

Kaitlin Barnet

Mary Bennett

Kevin Bodine

Kirsten Borsos

Theresa Buechler

Megan Canter

Erica Catanoso

Gabriella Cook

Megan Culp

Kristen Czerwinski

Michael Datiles

Aislinn Dolan

Rebecca Eisenberg

Alyssa Goheen

Rebecca Goldstein

Robyn Hatcher

Allison Hoyle

Joanna Hsu

Cara Jenson

Zachary Johnson

Jesse Kirtchuk

Stefanie Lin

Mackenzie Meyer

Sara Morley

Megan Morris

Sarah Morris

McKenzie Murray

Ryann Phillips

Alexandra Reichenberg

Caroline Rumph

Nathalia Sanchez

Samuel Schroeder

Dana Schwartz

Julia Serrao

Sabrina Shapiro

Krystal Smith

Nicole Smith

Candice Suitor

Jennifer Tang

Morgan Vasiliu

Laura Vasse

Charlotte Vogler

Laura Voss

Megan Waples

GRADUATES

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
(CONTINUED)
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SCHOOL OF MEDICINE &  
HEALTH SCIENCES PLEDGE

I will lead my life and practice my profession with integrity and
compassion, treating each individual I see with dignity and respect.

I promise to comfort, care, and work toward curing the sick
and disabled and will strive to promote

the health and well-being of all the people for whom I care.

I will work for the benefit of, and avoid harm to, the individuals I serve
and those who are my colleagues; and even if directed,
I will do nothing that I believe could harm my patient.

I will use my knowledge and skill to serve all individuals,
regardless of race, gender, religion, disease, or social status.

I will respect the privacy of every person and will hold confidential all
information about patients for whom I care.

I pledge to continue to learn and grow in my profession and
continually seek to gain new knowledge.

I will constantly strive to contribute to my profession
through teaching others who can benefit from my knowledge.

I promise to pursue each of the tenets of this pledge with strength
and courage, to the utmost of my power.
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